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Kerala has always been a role model among all states in the field of education. 
Performance excellence and quality are the hallmarks of General education in Kerala.
The Kerala society’s emphasis on education has contributed greatly to this achievement. 
The General Education Department and Samagra Shiksha Kerala, hand in hand, are 
implementing numerous quality interventions, paving the way for the empowerment of 
public education and thereby creating a new Kerala.

Kerala is among the states that have shown the best performance in the National Quality 
Index. This achievement has earned Kerala a place in the 'STARS' project.The goal of the 
'STARS' project is to implement necessary reforms to enhance the quality and credibility 
of public education, design and implement innovative and flexible activities to improve 
educational quality, and ensure better outcomes.

This is a brief document about the major activities implemented by Samagra Shiksha 
Kerala under the STARS project in Kerala. I extend all my best wishes for the 
continuation and quality implementation of excellent activities.

With affection,

V. Sivankutty





Introduction

STARS (Strengthening Teaching-learning and Results for 
States) is a sponsored project of the Central government 
implemented in Kerala through Samagra Shiksha since 2020. 
Numerous commendable activities have been implemented 
through the STARS project to improve the educational quality 
of Kerala.Early childhood education, foundational literacy, 
evaluation, improving classroom learning, streamlining 
educational service activities, interventions in vocational 
education, and physical infrastructure development are among 
the various programs implemented as part of the project. This 
booklet introduces some of the most commendable programs 
among them. We hope that the information in this book will be 
beneficial for future educational planning and implementation.

Dr. Supriya A.R.
State Project Director
Samagra Shiksha Kerala
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Vision of the State

Kerala envisions an education system that 
goes beyond the transmission of knowledge 
to foster critical thinking, creativity, and 
meaningful self-expression among learners. 
Recognising that literacy is not merely the 
ability to read and write but the capacity to 
engage, interpret, and create, the State 
places strong emphasis on nurturing a 
culture of reading and literary appreciation 
among children.

In alignment with this vision, the State has 
introduced structured initiatives to promote 
cri t ical reading habits and creative 
expression among students from Classes V 
to XII. Implemented across all districts by 
Samagra Shiksha Kerala, these initiatives 
reflect Kerala’s commitment to ensuring 
equitable access to enriched learning 
experiences for all learners.

The programme adopts a holistic and 
participatory approach by fostering a 
sustained interest in reading through the 
formation of active reading groups at both 
class and school levels. It also creates 
platforms for young learners to explore their 
creative potential and develop as emerging 
writers through workshops and guided 
activities.

Further, the organisation of Readers’ Clubs 
and literary camps at block, sub-district, and 
d is t r i c t  leve ls  ensures  cont inuous 
engagement, exposure, and collaboration 
among students. These interventions are 
designed to strengthen learners’ abilities in 
reading, writing, and critical thinking, while 
also cultivating confidence and independent 
expression.

Through such initiatives, Kerala 
reaffirms its vision of developing 
thoughtful, articulate, and creative 
individuals who are well-equipped 
to contribute to a dynamic and 
knowledge-driven society.

Objectives
The primary objective of the 
programme was to enhance 
reading proficiency and foster 
creativity among learners at the 
s e c o n d a r y  l e v e l  t h r o u g h 
s t ruc tured and sus ta ined 
interventions. Recognising that 
strong reading skills form the 
f ounda t i on  f o r  academ ic 
success and critical thinking, the 
initiative sought to cultivate a 
deep and lasting engagement 
with texts among students.
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 book mirrors experiences, Writing 

Ailluminates a writer's convictions, 

w h i c h  a r e  s h a p e d  b y  t h o s e 

experiences. As readers travel through stories 

and poems which are treasure troves of 

experience they receive knowledge that foster 

culture. The works of Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, 

Victor Hugo, and Tagore continue to influence 

humanity, showing that reading influences 

humanity. Born from Dravidian roots, 

Malayalam has significantly enriched the 

g l o b a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  T h e  p r o j e c t 

'EzhuthuKootamVayanakkoottam' emerged 

from exploring self and world through 

Malayalam literature, viewing reading as a 

creative process.

For a student skilled in writing, reading 

becomes an augmentation, helping them 

overcome difficulties paving a path to growing 

as a cultured individual.
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To motivate children who have just begun reading.

To encourage proficient and enthusiastic readers.

To develop creative skills among students who have an 

interest in writing.

Objectives
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Vayanakoottam –
preparation
Empowering libraries 

An amount of ₹6,000 was allotted to the upper primary 
level and ₹10,000 to the secondary level to ensure the 
availability of reading books in all government and 
aided schools in Kerala. The selection of books-
including grade-appropriate novels, short stories, 
biographies, autobiographies, children’s literature, 
and books on science, history, and drama - was 
carried out in accordance with the guidelines provided 
by the state.
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BOOK FAIR
Book fairs were held at every district headquarters in 
partnership with Kerala Bookmark, an affiliate of the 
Department of Culture. All schools visited the fair in 
the districts concerned and chose books to enrich 
their libraries.



      ·   kvIqÄ sse{_-dn-bnse 
        ]pkvX-I-§Ä ¢mÊSn-Øm-\-¯nÂ  
        Ip«n-IÄ¡v e`y-am¡n.

    · ]pkvX-I-§Ä ]cn-N-b-s¸-SÂ

    ·    hmb\¡v  Ahkcw \ÂIn. 

     · hmbn¨ ]pkvX-I-§sf 
     ASn-Øm-\-am¡n -NÀ¨.
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Activities of Vayanakootam

Formed class-level Vayanakootams in the first phase

Strengthened the school libraries

Ensured that the library has adequate number of books

Helped students to become familiar with different kinds 
of literature

Prepared reflections and appreciations of the books 
they read

Held discussions based on the books read.



kvt\l ]me¡mSv-- 

           em_v
 sIankv{Sn kmdmWv ]dªXv 
 ASp¡f Hcp em_msW¶v
 ]co£n¨p \nco£n¨v     
\n¶t¸mgmWv IïXv
 shfp¸n\pWÀ¶v 
]pIªp ]pIªv 
 X\nsb ÌmÀ«mIp¶ 
 Icn]pcï tISph¶
 Hcp sajyo³ 
 AhnsSsb¶pw 
 tkmUnbw t¢mssdUv emb\n 
 Dev]mZn¸n¡p¶psï¶v !
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Implementation of 
Ezhuthukoottam 

For the efficient implementation 
of the programme at the 
class/school level, a state-level 
module was prepared

Organised state-level and district-
level trainings

Empowered BRC staff and school 
teachers
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SCHOOL-LEVEL ACTIVITIES

Strengthened the library.

Purchased books, considering the needs of enthusiastic readers.

Conducted school- and class-level Vayanakoottam at regular intervals, 
which included sharing reading experiences, reviewing books, and 
interviewing renowned writers.

Organised one-day literary camps in every school.

Held a book exhibition in each school.

Observed the memorial days of notable writers.

Published students’ creative works.
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Activities 

at the BRC
Conducted a day literary camp that excelled in the school-level activities.

Introduced poems by avoiding the last few lines  - Children were asked to 
complete the poems out of imagination

Story completion - providing suitable titles to the stories

Opportunities for independent creative writing

Editing and publishing the manuscripts at the literary camp. 
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Ezhuthukoottam, 
Vayanakoottam-
At a glance 

The camp conducted by SSK for 
nurturing the reading and writing habits 
of children was appropriate. This 
initiative successfully identified talented 
children who learned how to read 
effectively and express their ideas 
through various forms of discourse, such 
as drama and miming. The workshop 
also helped discover the diverse tastes 
of children. Additionally, the Budding 
Writers program, part of the STARS 
project, taught children the method of 
writing and the importance of deep and 
serious reading, as evident from the 
creation of 'Mashi Paranja Katha', a 
handwritten magazine. Overall, the 
ezhu thukoo t tam-vayanakoo t tam 
recognized the creativity and talent 
among children.



{]mtZinI 
kmlnXyImc·msc 
BZcn¡Â

A]ÀW cmPv

a¿\mSv jwkv

k-vIqÄXe {]hÀ¯\§Ä 

^nÀZukv ImbÂ¸pdw

tUm. Zo]mkzc³
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Advantages
• Increased interest in reading
• Discovered new books and started reading them
• Participated in discussions based on the book read
• Developed the ability to write appreciation notes
• Developed creative skills.



_n.-BÀ.-kn-Xe {]hÀ¯-\-§Ä
kvIqÄXe kmln-Xy- Iym-¼nÂ anI¨ {]I-S\w \S-¯nb hnZymÀYn-IÄ¡mbn 

_n.-BÀ.-kn -Xe¯nÂ ZznZn\ inÂ]-ime kwL-Sn-¸n-¨p. 

A£-c-§sf hn«v Nn´ ]d¶v t]mIp¶p

· Ah-km\ hcn Hgn-hm-¡nb Ihn-X-IÄ ]cn-N-b-s¸-Sp-¯p-¶p.

· Ip«n-IÄ Ah-cp-tS-Xmb ̀ mh-\-bv¡-\p-k-cn¨v ]pXnbhcn tNÀ¯v 

     IhnX ]qÀ¯o-I-cn-¡p-¶p. 
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t\Àkm£y§Ä 

ae-bmfw F¶ `mjtbmSv A[nIw {]nbw tXm¶m¯ Hcm-fm-
bn-cp¶p Rm³. Cu Iym¼n-eqsSbmWv ae-bm-fs¯ kvt\ln-
¡m³ Rm³ ]Tn-¨Xv. _ÍnwKv ssdtägvknsâ `mK-ambn 2024 
s^{_phcnbnÂ  _n.-BÀ.kn A´n-¡mSv \S¶ Iym¼v ae-bm-f-
t¯mSv IqSp-XÂ ASp-¡m³ R§sf klm-bn-¨p. \Ã 
A[ym]-Icpw ]pXnb Iq«p-Imcpw ]pXnb A\p-`-h-§fpw Cu 
Iym¼ns\ ad-¡m³ ]äm¯ A\p-`-h-am¡n amän 

jl-dm-kmZv
skdm-^nIv knPn.-F-¨v.-F-kv.
s]cn-t§m-«p-Ic, A´n-¡mSv _n.-BÀ.-kn, XrÈqÀ

 ]pkvXI hmb\bnÂ Xmev]cyanÃmXncp¶ Hcp 
Ip«nbmbncp¶p Rm³. ^pSvt_mÄ am{Xw Cãs¸«ncp¶ 
Fs¶ hmbn¡m³ t{]cn¸n¨Xv Fgp¯pIq«w 
hmb\¡q«w Iym¼v BWv. GsXÃmw ]pkvXI§Ä 
hmbn¡Ww,F§s\ hmbn¡Ww, hmbn¨ IrXnIsf 
Ipdn¨v BkzmZ\w F§s\ X¿mdm¡mw F¶nhsb 
Ipdn¨v FÃmw Cu Iym¼nÂ\n¶v Adnhv In«n.  t]« 
Kh¬saâv k-vIqfnÂ sh¨mbncp¶p Iym¼v \S¶Xv. 
]pXnb Iptd Iq«pImsc Iym¼nÂ\n¶v ]cnNbs¸«p. 
So¨Às¡m¸w R§Ä Ipsd \mS³ ]m«pIfpw IhnXIfpw 
sNmÃn ckn¨p. aebmf¯nse Fgp¯pImsc Ipdn¨pw 
AhscgpXnb IrXnIsf¡pdn¨pw Hcp]mSv Adnhv In«n. 
Npcp¡n¸dªmÂ ad¡m\mhm¯ A\p`h§fmWv 
Fgp¯pIq«wþ hmb\¡q«w Iym¼v k½m\n¨Xv.

Fgp¯pIq«w hmb\¡q«wþ 
Hät\m«¯nÂ  
hmb\m kwk-vImcw cq]s¸Sp¯pI F¶ 
e£yt¯msS ka{K in£m tIcfw \S¸m¡nb 
Fgp¯pIq«w hmb\¡q«w þ inev]ime anI¨ 
Fgp¯nte¡pw hmb\bnte¡pw Ip«nsb 
Iq«ns¡mïp t]mIm³ ]cym]vXamb 
H¶mbncp¶p. CXnÂ anIhpä {]Xn`m[\sc 
Isï¯m³ Ignªp F¶Xv t\«ambn 
IcpXp¶p. F§s\ GsXÃmw hn[¯nemWv 
hmb\ hftcïsX¶pw A§s\bpÅ 
hmb\bnÂ Dcp¯ncnbp¶ Bib§sf F§s\ 
hyXykvX hyhlmc cq]§fnte¡v `mhmßIambn 
BhnjvIcnt¡ïXv F§s\sb¶pw Ip«nIÄ 
a\Ênem¡n. inev]imebnÂ Dïmb Hmtcm 
BhnjvImc cq]§fneqsSbpw (\mSIw, ssaanMv 
XpS§nbh) Ip«nIfpsS hyXykv Xm`ncpNnIÄ 
Isï¯m³ Ignªp. Fgp¯nsâ coXn, 
Bg¯nepÅXpw Imt¼dnbXpamb hmb\bpsS 
e£yw F¶nh a\Ênem¡m³ ÌmÀkv ]²XnbpsS 
`mKamb _ÍnwKv ssdtägvkneqsS Ignªp  
F¶nh {]tXyIw ]dtbï ImcyamWv. AXn\p 
sXfnhmbn �ajn ]dª IY� (ssIsbgp¯p 
amknI ) cq]s¸SpIbpïmbn. Npcp¡¯nÂ 
\½psS Ipªp§fpsS CSbnÂ kÀKmßIX 
C{Xt¯mfw DÅhÀ Dsï¶pÅ Xncn¨dnhm 
bncp¶p Fgp¯pIq«w þ hmb\¡q«w

‘ ‘

ic¬ Zmkv 
¢mkv 9
skâv tPm¬kv F¨vFkvFkv 
\mem©nd, Xncph\´]pcw

23



24

taken

making

Testimonials



About STARS

STARS (Strengthening Teaching-learning and Results for States) is an 
education project designed and implemented by the Central Government 
with World Bank assistance to improve education standards. Among the 
states of Himachal Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and 
Kerala implementing this project, Kerala was included considering its 
excellent education quality index. Kerala has been receiving the benefits 
of the STARS project since 2021. Numerous suitable and commendable 
education programmes for Kerala have been implemented as part of the 
STARS project.

This booklet presents one of the most important activities among them.
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