To the Teacher 3

Reading is fundamental to functioning in today’s society. Reading is important
because it helps to expand the mind and develops the imagination. But there are not
enough reading materials available to children in schools. It is in this context that
Samagra Shiksha, Kerala produced reading cards for students in primary and upper
primary schools in the state.

We have prepared ten reading cards for all classes from 1 to 7. Each reading
card has four pages with pictures and print. Reading cards with pictures are great
resources for exploring visual and written language, imagination, values, and deeper
cross-curricular themes. lllustrations in the reading cards help children understand
what they read and enable them analyse the story.

In classes 1 and 2, sometimes teachers have to read stories in an interactive
mode to their students. When you read stories aloud to students, you help them
learn to become readers themselves. When reading is taught, teachers usually
follow three stages: pre-reading, while-reading and the post-reading stages.
Pre-reading activities help students prepare for the reading activity by activating the
relevant prior knowledge and motivating them to read. Picture walk, sequencing the
pictures, guessing from pictures, brainstorming etc. are some of the activities you
may ask students to do during pre-reading.

While-reading activities help students find answer to some specific ques-
tions. Post reading is the most important stage in reading, comprehending and
responding to reading in oral and written forms. Read and draw, retelling, story
maps, graphic organizers, mind mapping etc. are some of the activities that you can
assign to students during post reading stage.

Initiating students into the pleasures of reading is one of the best gifts we as
teachers can give our students. | hope that the reading cards will motivate teachers
to create an interactive classroom vibrant with engaging activities that facilitate

quality English learning.
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A long time ago in Siam (now known as
Thailand), there lived a king. His daughter was
as beautiful as a flower and she loved cats.
There were all kinds of cats in the palace. There
were black cats and white cats and cats of other
colours. She loved a grey cat the most.

One hot afternoon, the princess and her
friends went to the lake to bath. The grey cat
followed her.The princess wore many golden
rings on her fingers. She was always afraid that
she would lose them. But she was clever.
“Come, my lovely one,” said the princess to the
cat. “You shall wear my rings on your tail and |
shall tie a knot in it. Then the rings will not fall
off.”

The princess got into the cool water with her
friends. The cat sat on the bank and waited. He
did not play with the birds flying around him.
He was afraid he would lose the golden rings.
When the princess got out of the water, the
proud cat walked towards her. The rings were
still on his tail. The princess untied the knot
and took back the rings. She saw that the tail
was bent. And that is why a Siamese cat has a
bend at the end of its tail.




Fill in the blanks.

(saw, heard, touched, smelled, tasted)

birds singing with her ears.
the flowers with her eyes.
honey with her tongue.

the flower with her nose.

the grass with hand.
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Anil was angry with his “l want that one!” shouted Anil,

mother. almost pulling out a samosa from a
“Come, let’s go to the high stack of samosas. “No, no, not
; market”, said Amma. Anil that one!” warned the shop keeper.
“_was very angry. They went to “All my samosas
. the market. .. will fall to the ground!”
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\ :’u “1 want that book!” said Anil. "I Wa nt that One!" said Anil IOUdly.
\ “No’ no, not that one!” said He was now in a very bad mood.

"~ the shopkeeper.“Take this By now, Anil was crying loudly.
o one.” Everyone was looking at Anil.
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“l want that one!

™ The black one!”
97 said Amma loudly. l HA I ONE!

Anil stopped crying suddenly.
Amma, no, no! Not that one! It was a holiday. Amma was reading a

C said Anil. book. Anil had a holiday too. He wanted
“Let’s take this brown one!” said Anil. to do.... SOMETHING!
Then Anil gently lifted the brown puppy on “Amma, | want to see what is in that
top of a pile of puppir::s. blue box!” said Anil.
“Amma, | am very angry with you! “Later, Anil,” said Amma.

All the puppies would have fallen down!”
Amma smiled.
Anil was smiling too.

Anil put a stool over a chair. He climbed
up to get the box down.

He was not angry at all now. “No, no! Not that one! All the boxes on
top will fall on our head!” said Amma.
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“Drop this cake to me, Crow, “said
the elephant,
“Or I'll give you a bath.” But the crow did not
drop the cake. WHOOSH|, the elephant’s long
nose sent up a fountain of water.
“Drop the cake to me,” called the big brown
bear,”“and you may have this pot of sugar”
But the crow did not like sugar. And she did
not drop the cake.The crow was about to eat
the cake when along came a wild fox.
“O beautiful Crow’ he called,“you are lovely
to look at. A bird with such beautiful feathers
must sing a sweet song. Please sing for me.”
Now, the crow had never been told she was
beautiful, although she thought she was.
And she had never been told that her voice
was nice.
She opened her beak and out came
an ugly CAAW!
Down came the cake, into the fox’s
mouth!
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1.Who are the characters in this story?

2.The pig and the elephant were looking for
food because they were :

3.All the animals wanted to eat the cake
because it was
(tasty, bitter)

P L

4.The fox fooled the crow by telling her,
she was

A crow sat on a tall tree holding a
tasty piece of cake in her mouth.
Along came a hungry pig.

“The crow will laugh when she
sees my funny face,” he said to
himself.

“And when she laughs, she’ll drop
the cake.” He called to the crow,
making a funny face. But she
didn’t even smile. Along came a
hungry elephant.
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Aruna gave her ticket to the examiner. He
looked at the ticket, then looked at her. He went
quickly to the door, pulled it open, and leaned
outside as if he was going to jump off the train.

He looked at the label put on outside the
coach and pulled himself inside. He shut the door
and walked to Aruna. “Are you sure you are sitting
in the right coach?”

“What do you mean, right coach?

Of course l am.”

“I am afraid you are in the wrong coach,
Madam. You should be in coach A/

“Can’t be. Look at the ticket. | am in the right
coach.”

“I'm sorry. Your berth is A5 and this is coach F.”

“What? Mine is F37, isn't it? That’s what’s
written here.”

Aruna pulled the ticket from him and showed him

what was written on it.
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